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For the people of Lansing it brought a recreation area within
easy reach, Many of the prominent Lansing families bought
property and built summer homes on the lake. Among them
was the R. E. Olds family. Thus began an era when Pine Lake
was THE fashionable summer colony.

The Automobile

The coming of the automobile brought changes to the Has-
lett-Lake Lansing area as well as to every section of our
country. Lansing grew along with the automobile and soon the
city had park and recreation facilities within easy reach of the
town people. By 1929, interurban transportation to outlying
areas was no longer profitable and the Michigan Electric Rail-
road discontinued service on all its lines on May 28 of that
year.

With the advent of the automobile, Lansing residents
could travel further for their summer recreation. Most of the
summer dwellers left their cottages at Pine Lake and estab-
lished colonies on larger lakes.

As the summer people left they were replaced by year-
round residents who saw the advantages of winter, as well as
summer sports at their doorsteps, and a chance for suburban
living within easy commuting distance of their work.

Mail could be brought speedily and more often from Lan-
sing by truck, and the changing agricultural picture no longer
provided a need for a shipping center. Only an occasional
freight or coal car, switched to the side track, provided busi-
ness for the railroad.

As steam engines became larger with increased capacity,
and as diesel engines replaced the steam engines, the water-
ing station at Pine Lake was no longer a necessity. It has been
missing from the Haslett scene for many years.

Passenger service from the Haslett station was also dis-
continued a number of years ago. In 1954, the Railway Express
Company abandoned its local office, and on December 31, 1957,
the railroad station was closed. In 1957, the last of the "'iron
horses'' on the Grand Trunk system was retired from service,
and now the mighty diesels whistle through the little town that,
despite its growth, has little business to offer the railroad.
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