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Scientific Method: 

Make an Observation 

Ask a Question 

Develop a Prediction 

Conduct an Experiment 

Record Results & Draw a Conclusion 

Sample Observations and Questions: 

Ice melts when it is placed in water. Will it 
melt faster or slower in a different liquid? 

A rubber duck floats in water. Will other toys 
also float? 

A small magnet will pick up a paperclip. What 
else can the magnet pick up? 

What other questions can you and your child 
come up with? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balancing Hanger Activity: 

Materials Needed: 

Plastic hanger with hooks or notches 

Two paper cups 

Twine or string 

Hole punch 

Scissors 

 Hang the coat hanger somewhere it can 
swing freely, low enough that your child 
can reach. Punch small holes into the cups 
and string them with twine to turn them 
into little “buckets”. Have your child fill 
each bucket with different items (doesn’t 
matter what they are!) and predict which 
will be heavier. Hang one bucket on each 
end of the hanger and see if their predic-
tion was correct. Repeat the experiment 
with different variables (ex: different 
items, different cups, different lengths of 
string, etc. ) and record your results. 

“Remember kids, the only difference between 
[messing] around and science is writing it down” – 
Adam Savage, Mythbusters, Season 10 Episode 8 


