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Stato
Bank

The bank where you feel at home.

=) Farmers
J

We have 3 convenient, full-service offices.
24 Hour ATM's are available at all 3 locations.

Munith Grass Lake Stockbridge

201 North Main Street 12005 Michigan Avenue 50! M-106

P.O. Box 217 P.O. Box 460 P.O. Box 699

Munith, Ml 49259 Grass Lake, Ml 49240 Stockbridge, Ml 49285
(517) 596-231 1 (517) 522-8131 (517) 851-8888

FAX (517) 596-2684 FAX (517) 522-5343 FAX (517) 851-7825

Bank 24 hours a day, 365 days a year with Online Banking
www.farmerstatebank.com
or
Touch-Tone Banker
(517) 596-7077 or 1-888-596-7077

Serving this community since 1922
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Gordie’s Power Equipment
Established June 2006

Congratulations to the Stockbridge Community on
celebrating their 175th anniversary.

Gordie remembers celebrating the 150th anniversary as
a keystone cop for the Gregory Jaycee’s, traveling to
neighboring towns to invite them to participate in the
festivities of the community’s history.

History evolves as a business grows and faces change.

How do you go from working for the “oldest” Simplic-
ity Dealer to the “youngest” Simplicity Dealer? Open
your own business. That is what Gordon Kunzelman
did in June of 2006 after Howlett’s Hardware was sold.
Gordie has been servicing the community for over 37
years. You will find Gordie’s new business located in
the former Breniser’s Auto Garage in downtown Greg-

ory.

Gordie was just a pup when he worked at Howlett
Brothers Hardware learning the tractor repair business.
He learned his trade from Russell Whitehead, Herb
Miller, Jack Potts and the Howlett Brothers-Dan and
Tom.

Gordie’s day starts early in the morning organizing the

work flow for the service techs, Fred, George and John.

The business services and sells Simplicity lawn and
garden products, Dolmar Chain Saws and the works.
Bookwork is never ending with the ordering of parts
and endless paperwork. The record keeping is shared
with wife Penny who handles the monthly sales, pay-
roll and tax preparations.

Gordie’s Power Equipment hosts a daily coffee hour
for the dozen or so “town fathers” who reminisce about
past history. They are full of the good old days
when... They are truly the ones who have lived the
history of the community.

Ted Watters & Sons, Inc.

Ted Watters & Sons was established in 1967 by Ted
Watters. Ted started out doing residential excavating.
In the 1970’s, Ted expanded his business and began
doing oilfield site work and road building. His sons,
Mick and Jim, started getting involved with their fa-
ther in the mid 1970’s. Currently, Ted is retired.
Mick and Jim are doing residential excavating such as
digging basements, installing drain fields and septics,

delivering aggregate material, installing drives and
grading. Mick and Jim are also running a farming
operation.

Here to help you with all your excavating needs, we
congratulate Stockbridge and the surrounding area on
their 175th anniversary.

Kim & Company
Salon & Wellness Spa
124 E. Main St., Stockbrige, Ml
~ (517) 851-7062 (www.kimcosalon.com)

Serving the community for twenty-five years

Kim & Company, Salon & Wellness Spa, was estab-
lished in September 1985 by owner Kim (Long) Bat-
dorff and is located in the village of Stockbridge.
Kim, a lifetime resident of Stockbridge, had a deep
passion for this industry and a dream to own a full
service salon. After completing her education in cos-
metology, she worked in the Detroit area as a hair
stylist, returning to her hometown where she worked
at The Hair Affair, owned by Marge Minix, prior to
opening Kim & Company. To prepare for her new
business venture she completed small business classes
at Lansing Community College.

When the doors opened in 1985 at 121 E. Elizabeth,
now the Village Barber Shop’s location, we started
with the basic salon décor. The salon logo at the time
was a K for Kim & Company. A centrally located
support beam was made into a K, thanks to Paul Mur-
phy. Kim was the only hair stylist and HAIR was the
only service. The first employee was Robin (Lowe)
Fletcher, a relative hired as a receptionist and later a
hair stylist and nail technician. Today she is assistant
manager. Joyce Salyer was hired for nails and hair
and has since retired.

The décor changed in 1990 to go along with a new
trendy “Paul Mitchell” look, black and white walls
and white styling stations. As the business grew so
did the staff and services. Stylist LeAnn (Cowan)
Jackson and, later, Patty Fletcher joined our team.
Other stylists came and went as well as some recep-
tionists. Receptionists with longevity were Amy and
Kelly Wright, Sarah Ford and Melissa Laramore Sal-
yer, our receptionist today.

The price of haircuts was $6.00 to $10.00. Weran a
ninety-nine cent haircut special and had more clients
than we knew what to do with. Using clippers, we
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D & J Floors
By Donnie Fletcher

After graduating from Stockbridge High School in
1962, rather than furthering my education, I thought
I’d get a good factory job. But there were not many
available, except for farm work. So I worked on a
farm during summer making 75 cents an hour. Gas
was 33 cents a gallon and a new car payment was
$75.00 a month.

Then my brother-in-law introduced me to a
gentleman named Jack Gilbert of North Lake. He
had a hardwood floor business, working mostly in
Ann Arbor, installing, sanding and refinishing
hardwood floors. He also pastes waxed and cleaned
wood floors. We did work for the University of
Michigan, and residential, and contractors. Jack
gave me a job. He was well known and he knew a
lot of people, so his business was excellent.

I worked for 2 years with a salary of $75.00 a week
and was never laid off. I then applied for a factory
job. I wanted to increase my wages. I got a job at
Chelsea Central Fibre in 1964. It was an easier job
and more money than doing hardwood floors. |
would get laid off from the shop every so often,
depending on how car sales were going. I would
work for Gilbert Floor Co. when I was laid off;
depending on whether he needed help.

After 17 years, the Chelsea Central Fibre plant
closed up and moved out to eliminate the union. It
moved south in 1980. That sure was a setback. A
lot of people lost their jobs. They were making
about $12.00 an hour, with benefits. With no health
insurance unless you paid for it, it was a very
depressing time, not only for me but also for all the
other workers and their families. I received
unemployment until it was all drawn out and I used
up all my savings buying health insurance, etc.

I joined the labor union in Ann Arbor, and spent
about $350.00 hoping to get a steady job, but no

luck. T worked about 2 weeks out of a month’s time.

Some days I would pack my lunch for the day,
hoping to get put on a job, only to be sitting around
for half the day and then be sent home. Once home,
I would sit on the porch and eat my lunch.

Jobs were not plentiful. So I needed to get a job
with some benefits. My brother, Jim, who also lost
his job with Chelsea Central Fibre, got a job at
Stockbridge Manufacturing. So I applied there as
well and was hired. It was a good place to work.
Larry and Gary Comnish were the owners. I knew

them from the time I began walking. I still worked
for Gilbert floors. Jack’s son, John, was then
running the business. So I would work the 2" shift
at Stockbridge Manufacturing. During the day, |
would do floors.

At one point, we were working for an engineer and |
was working by myself. The engineer made a
comment that | should go into business on my own.
He said I could make a good living. He really gave
me a good pep talk. The engineer’s aunt was a
realtor. The two of them said they would help with
recommendations and referrals. The engineer really
motivated me. When I got home, I told my wife, |
was going into the floor business. 1didn’t have the
funds to buy equipment. I nceded about $10,000.
So my wife, Jean, called the Munith bank and talked
to Craig Goodlock. He said to come to the bank and
we’ll talk about it. So we got a loan.

My two sons, Aaron and Chris were getting excited.
They wanted to help in the business. The first year
was slow, until we got well known. I advertised in
the Ann Arbor phone book, but referral is the best
way to get work. Later I got a contract with the
University of Michigan doing the floors in the
family housing and dorms. 1 began to get a lot of
residential contractors.

My two sons wanted to go out on their own. We all
worked in harmony. Without their support, it would
not be a success.

My daughter, Donna graduated from high school
and cosmetology school. She decided she wanted to
work with us. I hired her. My wife worked for a
while, then she retired. My brother-in-law and niece
worked for me at one time. Now my nephew and
brother work for me when needed.

It is a family oriented business; that is why we have
been so successful. My daughter, Donna, has been
working full time with me for about 19 years. She
can do all phases of the work. She also does the
sales and public relations and is a great problem
solver.

The work gets tough at times, but we have really
enjoyed our business. We have met wonderful
people of all walks of life. They say the more
people you meet, the more successful you will be.
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Boyce Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Boyce Plumbing & Heating, Inc. was started in
January 1977 by Max Boyce. The goal was to
provide service and installation of plumbing and
heating throughout the Stockbridge/Chelsea area and
beyond.

In 1966, Max jumped at the opportunity to have a
more steady income for his family, so he went to
work for Anderson Plumbing in Lansing. While he
worked there (11 years) he obtained his
Journeyman’s license in 1969 and his Master
Plumbing license in 1971.

During his 11 years of steady employment, he did
both commercial and residential. The experience
was invaluable and he met many good people as a
result.

In January 1977, Max had reached the conclusion
that if he ever was to have a business of his own he
had to start now. The time for starting a business
was not the most opportune, but with some good
supplier’s cooperation, he decided to take the
plunge.

January of 1977 was a colder winter than normal
with lots of high winds. Frozen pipes seemed to
make up the majority of his service calls at that time.
Being a home based business; callers would want
services at alf hours. The “during the night calls”
were limited to providing heating repairs for the
elderly. They were the highest priority along with
families with tiny babies. Gradually Max was able
to build inventory to the point where the suppliers
would drop off fittings, ctc., at the shop then deliver
showers, tubs and water closets, at the job site. This
climinated some repetitive handling and allowed
more actual time on the job site.

Max has 2 sons, Todd and Scott, and a daughter,
Paula. When the need arose, Paula would take the
phone messages and help in any way she could.
Todd and Scott, however, from a very early age,
began to learn the trade and became their dad’s right
arm. On weekends the boys earned their spending
money and summer time they took turns working
every other day with their dad.

At an early age, Scott showed a real aptitude and
interest in working with his hands. He was a quick
study, always looking ahead to see the sequence
needed of various installations. Shortly after high
school graduation, he decided to go full time. As
soon as he had his apprentice time in, he wrote for
his Journeymen’s license and did the same in

earning his Master’s license.- His dad was proud to
have his input and expertise which was instrumental
in building the business name and reputation.

Max retired completely from the plumbing business
in 1996 and considered himself fortunate to have a
son whose ownership of the business would carry on
the family name.

Many new requirements in further education and
licensing procedures have demanded that Scott keep
abreast of new technology in the plumbing and
heating business. Scott has three sons, Ryan, Sean,
and Alex. They have been working with their dad
from about the age of 9. Working with their dad is a
legacy in which they can each leam the value of
hard work, honesty and integrity. All are necessary
components in order to maintain the fine reputation
of Boyce Plumbing and Heating Inc., hopefully
passed on for generations to come.

Jerrold’s Fine Quality Flooring

In 1991, Jerrold and Lois Bivins took early
retirements in order to begin an adventure, now
known as Jerrold’s Fine Quality Flooring and Paints.

They began by renting space in the Lantis strip mall
on M-106. A year later they purchased the
building(s) at 116 East Main Street, known as
Watson’s Grocery. They also purchased a smaller
building, which was housing a pet store.

Lois and Jerrold completely refurbished and brought
up to code these buildings. Everything possible was
kept in the building’s original 1902 state.

The larger building was restored and converted into
a complete decoration center. The smaller building
was transformed into a Porter Paint Color Center.

Over the years they have established themselves as a
reputable business, serving many new clients along
the way.

Jerrold presently serves the home/building
improvement needs of Stockbridge and its
surrounding communities. Jerrold’s specialty is
“Getting It Done the Right Way”. He has assisted
many in transforming their ideas into completed
projects.

Stockbridge Bowl & Sparty Victors Bar & Grill

Our story begins in the summer of 1994 when our
family purchased Stockbridge Lanes Lounge from
Jim Harbert and Dan Pietras. Our family at the time
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Muzzin Construction

Tony Muzzin began his business in 2006. Working
in construction for many years, he decided to offer
his skills locally. He has built new pole barns and
updated homes. He has repaired storm damage,
replaced siding, roofing and masonry.

Paul Dobos, DDS

Dr. Paul Dobos bought his practice from retiring
dentist, Dr. John Van Tiem in July 2007. Prior to
owning his own practice, Dr. Dobos worked as an
associate dentist in Chelsea, Manchester and
Jackson. He grew up in the downriver Detroit area
and enlisted in the Navy after high school. His five
years of active service included training in weather
observing and forecasting. He was stationed on an
aircraft carrier, U.S.S. Midway, which had its
homeport in Japan. He also had duty at the Naval
Air Station Willow Grove in Pennsylvania.

Dr. Dobos received his Doctor of Dental Surgery
degree from the University of Michigan School of
Dentistry. His practice of dentistry in Stockbridge
started with a total revamp of the office spaces. All
rooms were redone to make the office more inviting
to patients and ergonomic to staff. New equipment
was purchased and installed, including an ultrasonic
cleaner, electrosurgery unit, two delivery systems,
two patient chairs, implant kit, digital x-ray sensor
and software, tree new x-ray machines, computers in
each room, intraoral camera and digital patient
records. In essence, the practice was brought into
the 21* Century.

Dr. Dobos and his staff are like-minded and enjoy
providing “uncompromising dentistry”. The office
staff includes manager, Paulette of Gregory;
Registered Dental Hygienists, Lynne of Dexter and
Shannon of Stockbridge; and Registered Dental
Assistant, Andrea of Stockbridge. The small staff
has a combined 63 years of providing dental care.

Since their childhood, Dr. Dobos and his wife,
Cheryl, have known and loved rural living. His
grandparents lived on Sugarloaf Lake and her family
had a cottage on the same lake for three generations.
Today they live with their sons in the Waterloo area.

Dr. Dobos, his family and staff would like to
congratulate the people of Stockbridge on our
town’s 175™ anniversary; and specifically, “We
thank those who are patients for placing their trust in
our care.”

Luanne’s Hair Shoppe

After attending the Career Center in Mason, I began
my career working at the Hudson’s Dept. Hair Salon
in the Lansing Mall. Six months later I had the
opportunity to be transferred to the Hudson’s Hair
Salon at the Meridian Mall to have a closer drive.
Within a few months of the transfer, the store
unfortunately closed. I then began working for Dick
and Bea Parker at Hairstyles by Richard in Holt.
During that time, I attended a one-week intense
session of personal training at Bruno’s School of
Hair Design in Toronto, Canada. .

I quit hairstyling to work with my family in farming
and the construction business. Once working in an
office setting, I realized I truly enjoyed working
with people and hairstyling.

I worked with Marge Minix at the Hair Affair. I
started looking to relocate nearer to downtown
Stockbridge to benefit my clients. That’s when
Luanne’s Hair Shoppe originated in one room across
from the Post Office at the back of what is now the
dental office. We found the house that the business
is currently located in. It was convenient for both
my business and raising our family.

At times it has been a challenge while working from
home, raising my boys and hurdling all of the life
events that have been thrown my way. There would
not have been a way I could have done this without
the loyalty and assistance of my wonderful clients
and family. This all could not have been successful
without your help. I wish now to send a Huge
THANK — YOU To Everyone. Luanne Heinz

Messner’s Used Auto Parts

My great-grandparents Messners bought the land in
1926. It was handed down to my grandfather
Chester Messner Sr. in the 1950°s. When my father,
Chester Messner Jr. acquired the property in 1967,
he started the parts business. Now his daughter,
Joanna and her husband, Robert Golliher, are
running the business since the summer of 2009. My
father opened a used auto parts in Coleman, Florida.

White Oak Dental

The schoolhouse that is now the home of White Oak
Dental started as a one-room schoolhouse, originally
located at the corner Oakley Road and M-52. In
1975, John and Linda Decker had the Lowe School
moved to their property to be used as an antique/gift
shop.
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Pinckney area. I served 4 proud years in the U.S.
Marine Corps and moved to Denver, Colorado to
fulfill a long time dream. 1 attended formal
schooling at Colorado School of Trades. I moved
back home to Michigan in 1976. I started work at
NSK Bearings in Ann Arbor. In 1977, I married
Carol Schoonover. We have 3 children: Jeremy,
Amy and Beth.

When I opened my shop, I started out small,
operated only evenings and weekends in my
basement when I was not working as a tool and die
maker in Ann Arbor. When my plant closed in
2007, I was able to retire. I devoted all my time to
my gun shop. I now operate in a large barn. I
slowly increased my breadth of service and sales
over the years to include Custom Hot Bluing,
making stocks, refinishing, cleaning, mounting
scopes, special order sales of all types of sporting
goods, firearms transfers, C.P.L. classes, general
gunsmithing, and light machining of small parts. I
really enjoy meeting with and assisting all the
sportsmen and women of the area. I am always
ready to offer my knowledge and skill in
gunsmithing.

McDonald’s Of Stockbridge

In September of 1997, a groundbreaking ceremony
was held at the Industrial Park on Bird Drive for the
new McDonald’s. Approximately 45 days later, the
owners/operators, Jim and Pat Karns and their son,
Scott, opened the restaurant on November 24, 1997.
In May 1997, they also opened a McDonald’s in
Leslie. They employ approximately 35 to 40 people,
including managers and crew for each restaurant.
There are some employees who have been with us
for over 10 years.

November 2004 saw the remodeling of the
restaurant to satisfy the increasing needs of a
growing community and businesses. The Karns
would like to congratulate the Stockbridge area on
its 175th anniversary.

Stockbridge Shell Market

Stockbridge Shell was formed after Wakeland Oil
Company of Owosso purchased the land and an
existing business located at 390 W. Main from Brian
Mason in 1997. The land included two parcels; one
fronting Main Street with an older building that was
used over the years as a gas station, floral shop and
pizza restaurant. The second parcel (behind the
older building) featured a modern convenience store
and Laundromat. In 1998, the old gas station was
demolished opening up the parcel from Main Street

and making room for a new Shell gas station in front
of the convenience store.

Today the convenience store has been remodeled to
create a grocery market. It services the community
with “fill in” groceries and fresh produce and quality
Shell gasoline, in a clean and friendly shopping
environment. We are proud to be a part of the
Stockbridge community, and enjoy and appreciate
serving our loyal customers.

Planet Video

In 1999, the property at 875 South Clinton Street
was developed, and Planet Video relocated from
West Main Street. Planet Video is in its 25th year of
operation, and the Tin Roof ice Cream & Family
Fun Center are owned and operated by the grand-
children of Paul and Jennie Spadafore.

Paul and Jennie Spadafore moved to Stockbridge as
newlyweds in July 1926. They went into business at
219 Clinton Street, selling candy and fruit. This
business was purchased from Mr. and Mrs. George
Field, and the following year they bought the
building from Casper Todaro. Many changes were
made over the years, including an ice cream parlor
and confectionery store, where people of all ages
enjoyed socializing. Paul, Jennie and their 3
children, Josephine, Paul and Frank ran the business
and lived above the store until 1944,

Later a beer and liquor license was bought and the
store became known as Spadafore’s Party Store
Gradually Paul and Frank took over the business,
expanding the party store into a supermarket known
as Spadafore’s Food Market, Inc. After being in
business on Clinton for 59 years, the Spadafores
sold in 1985 to Walco Foods — IGA.

Around 1960, Paul Spadafore Jr. bought the building
located at 111 West Main Street. Prior to that, it had
served as the Post Office and a warehouse for
Dancer & Co. Since purchasing the building, it has
been a pool hall, slot car race track, storage, a
restaurant run by Betty Oakley Kunzelman, then by
the family Don Coakley, a video store and tanning
salon and a dance studio. The family now consists
of Lisa and Larry Ostrander, Scott and Nikki
Spadafore and Bryan and Stacie Spadafore.

Mary Kay Cosmetics

“Hi Neighbor!” I am Jennifer McClure and [ am a
sales director for Mary Kay Cosmetics. My office is
my home. Tawnia McCalla and I have enjoyed
tremendous success over the years. This summer we
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Garnett’s Beauty Shop

Garnett Puckett — Harooh has operated her beauty
shop out of her home since 1967. I graduated from
select Beauty Academy in Jackson in 1966. 1still
work part time in my shop. I have met some
wonderful people and made great friends.

Never Dull

Gary Toler remembers his father sharpening knives.
This gave Gary an idea to open a mobile sharpening
service called Never Dull. He will tackle everything
from minor sharpening to major sharpening of
knives with chips or a broken point. Cleavers,
hatchets, axe blades, chisels, mower blades are all in
aday’s work. He has a number of regular clients.

Gary advises the various farmers markets to have
people drop off tools, scissors, knives, lawn or
garden items. While they shop, he will sharpen the
items for them. He has a seasonal stall in the
Okemos and Howell Farmers Market. He has been
at the year round Ann Arbor Farmers Market for two
years. Kathy takes the orders, wraps the sharpened
object and collects the money. They enjoy people
and chatting with the many repeat customers.

Big Chuck’s Pizza Plus

Chuck Minix and Lezlie Jude Fowler opened up Big
Chuck’s Pizza Plus in April 2004. Lezlie was
working at Jackson Pediatrics and had been there for
11 years. Chuck was driving a dump truck,
freelancing, working on different jobs. Not his idea
of fun. Chuck had previous pizzeria/party store
experience. Many months went into opening Big
Chuck’s. Lezlie continued to work while Chuck
started working on the building to get it up to code.
Equipment had to be purchased. Chuck worked
long and hard to get all of the inspections, plans and
all that goes into opening a new business. We had
to open early when the “Town Crier” announced the
wrong date.

We scrambled to make a success of opening night.
Thanks to the community for making our pizza place
asuccess. Lezlie’s son Jesse has been with us since
the beginning. He is now attending Culinary Arts
School in Novi. Sean Osborn has been with us for 5
years.

Whip-N-Ride Trucking LLC

Kevin and Sherry Morehouse of Stockbridge stated
a small trucking business in 2005. Kevin drives and
maintains the truck and Sherry does all the

paperwork and finds Kevin his loads. We haul
general freight and produce across the Midwest,
south and southeast.

Munith Mech. LLC

Richard Tisch began his business in 1998 in the
Munith area. He moved from Novi, where he had
been in business for 20 years. They are a licensed
and insured heating and air conditioning contractor.
He is located on Sayers Road in Munith.

Munith Mech. offers service and repair on all makes
and models of gas or oil fired furnaces and all types
of residential or commercial air conditioning
systems. They also provide refrigeration services
and equipment, featuring Goodman Products.

Richard Tisch enjoys living and working in this and
surrounding communities.

Adiska Family Dental

Dr. Gary Adiska opened the Adiska Family Dental
in 1986. With his wife, Becky, the dental practice
became well established. In May 2005, their
daughter Dr. Heather Adiska joined the staff.

Horatio N. Forbes built the building at 100 West
Main Street in the 1900°s. Mr. Forbes entered the
township in 1836, buying a farm in section 26.
Twelve years later he moved into Stockbridge to
pursue other endeavors. The building has sold
clothing and shoes, a butcher shop, an antique shop,
a hardware store and the Town Crier office.

Don Hannewald Construction

Don Hannewald Construction has been serving the
community since 1971. In 1975, I opened Tree-O-
Lumber (which was formerly the Stockbridge
Lumber Co.). In 1988, I expanded services to
include custom sawing, turning logs into lumber,
and custom millwork, Quality and honesty are the
key ingredients to 39 years of success. I would like
to express my humble and continued thanks to the
entire community for their support.

Kitley’s Custom Exhaust and Auto

The business was started by Ken Kitley in February
2009. Kitley’s is family run with Ken Jr. and Dalton
Kitley as employees.

Kitley’s is the fifth generation of the Kitley family
to own a business in Munith since my great-great
grandfather, Charles Crane. He owned a mercantile
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Rod Munsell’s Collision Repair

Rod Munsell is a 1975 graduate of Stockbridge High
School and one of the first auto body program graduates
of the then new Capital Area Career Center. As of April
1, 2010, Rod Munsell’s Collision Repair moved into a
new state-of-the-art collision facility on Doyle Road in
Gregory. We specialize in the repair of deer collision
suecidents and handle all collision related damages,
frame straightening and auto glass replacement.

Gregory Market

The Samona family purchased Tom’s Market in Gregory
about 5 years ago. It is now called the Gregory Market.
We, the Samona family, are enjoying the beautiful
country atmosphere, as we are used to living and doing
business in the city. The Samona family would like to
thank the community for their kindness and for
welcoming us into the community. The people here
have made us feel like family.

Centerless Rebuilders, Inc.

CRI1 was formerly Steiger Engineering, Inc., started by
brothers William “Mike” and Scott Steiger on M-106 in
Munith in 1995. They established their business in
Munith for a couple of reasons, one being the fact that
Mike’s wife, Lauri Mays, grew up in the area, and her
brother owns the property where the business is located.
Another reason is the small town environment. The
company is a full-service engi.ieering firm taking a
concept from a customer, engineering and designing it,
manufacturing it, and producing it. One machine
designed by Mike finish-grinds metal components used
in air conditioners, taking off precisely .00004 of an
inch.

Steiger Engineering, Inc., is currently a second location
of CRI, based in New Haven, Michigan. Corey Gauss
and Mike Gregory are long-term employees and Nathan
Conti is the engineer. Mike Steiger is involved with
both plants. The Munith location specializes in
mechanical and electrical engineering, machine building
with robotic integration, producing parts handling
automation and replacement parts for centerless
grinders. The plant is busy six days a week.

Main Street Emporium Resale Shop

If only the walls could talk at Main Street Emporium in
Gregory, they would have so much history and stories to

Forest Parke Library & Archives -

tell. 140 Main Street was purchased by me, Dianne
Nedroscik, in November of 2003. At that time, High
Cotton Mercantile was occupying the store front. Over
the shop were the beginnings of an apartment that I had
finished and in which | now reside. There are two
apartments in the back of the building that have been
occupied since long before I arrived.

In 2004, Main Street Emporium was opened part time as
an antique shop. I moved from a Victorian home to this
small apartment, so I had much to sell. I also worked
part time in Brighton, which turned into a full-time job.
Because of this, after two years as an antique shop it was
closed down, and the antiques were auctioned down in
Monroe, Michigan. One year later, I was laid off, so
that is where Main Street Emporium began as a resale
shop.

Built in the early 1890°s, this old building was used as
the ol’ General Store. It was later purchased by Mr.
Howard Marshall from Plainfield, and he continued the
general store with a few updates from that time period.
He sold clothing, shoes, wallpaper, yard goods and
groceries. Later, his son, Ed, took over the business for
seven years and then sold the building to George Rob,
who continued the tradition.

Since then, different businesses have come and gone. It
was once a Dollar Store, The Water Guy, and High
Cotton Mercantile. If you know of any other businesses
that were in this old building. stop by and share your
knowledge with me. I would love to chat and get to
know you.

Main Street Emporium is open Tuesday through
Saturday, from 11 AM to 7 PM. There are 257
consignors bringing in clothing, jewelry, shoes, baby
items, furniture, kitchen items, tools, books, musical
instruments, and even the kitchen sink. There are also
DVD rentals at MSE, supplied by Videos To Go.
Saturday rentals don’t have to be returned until Tuesday
because it is closed Sunday and Monday. So come visit
and browse. You may find just the treasure you’ve been
looking for!

Stockbridge Collision

Chris Pelton took ownership of Stockbridge Collision in
February of 2008 in the former Glenn’s Chevrolet on
North Clinton Street.
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sioners, David P. Dryer, William S. Hall, Alfred Howard: Assessors, John McKernan, Hiel Phelps, James
Rathburn, Primary School Inspectors, Cyrus Post, John Clements, William A. Dryer; Collector, William Post:
Overseers of Poor, Jonathan Thomas, John Gillam: Constables. William Post, William Van Buren.

Records in the township show that on April 7, 1873 at their annual meeting the people of White Oak voted to
raise five hundred dollars to build a township hall. On April 5, 1875 they voted to establish a site for a town
hall on the northeast comer of the "Hamilton Lot." The building committee was appointed as follows: Charles
S. Young, David Osborn, Robert Wilson. After Mr. Young resigned in October, Thomas McKernan replaced
him on the committee. These men also voted in the 1875 meeting to have their next annual meeting at the new
hall; however, there is no record of its use until Dec. 17, 1877 and the date 1877 is inscribed on the outside of
the present structure.

In 1967 the township board hired the architectural firm of Mayotte & Webb to draw up plans for an addition to
the old building which include a modem bathroom and a small kitchen plus a meeting room. This, of course,
also necessitated digging a well, as water had never been available at the original hall. During the summer of
1968 the building was completed. Jack Schaible, Stockbridge, was the general contractor. The new addition to
the township hall was built without raising township taxes. It was paid over a two year period at a estimated
cost of 15,000 dollars.

White Oak Township is the only all rural township in Ingham County. The 1960 census gave us a population of
exactly 1,000 people. With the loss of the general store (in 1968) there is no business or manufacturing in the
township. The sawmill, blacksmith shop and post office have been gone for many years. One or two small
home factories that had been started in earlier days closed when their owners died. So our township is strictly
rural and our people find it a very desirable place in which to live. The rattlesnakes which infested the tamarack
swamps are seldom seen anymore and modem technology has taken over much of the back-breaking labor on
our farms.

Current officers are Dorwin Marshall (Supervisor), Leela Vernon (Clerk), Mary Joan McArthur (Treasurer) and
Todd Baker and Diane Graf (Trustees.

Stockbridge Township

The Township of Stockbridge was organized November 26. 1836. and was the first township

to be organized in Ingham County. The village was platted soon after.

The Town Hall was built on the square in 1892 by Stockbridge Township and was completely
renovated in 1979; efforts were made to keep it a historical building. Michigan Historical Commission
announced in 1975 that the Stockbridge Town Hall owned by Stockbridge Township has been listed in
the State of Michigan Register of Historical Sites. In 2009, a new elevator was installed and the

windows on the second floor were replaced with energy efficient windows.

In the early years of the Town Hall basketball games, dances, graduations and movies were held in

the upper auditorium area. In part of the basement area, the Stockbridge Township Library operated.

The Town Hall is widely used for Lions Club meetings, area historical society meetings,
Stockbridge area 4-H club meetings, the senior citizen group activities, township meetings, dance recitals,
choir concerts and many other miscellaneous activities. A group called The Town Hall Players was formed

and currently uses the building to provide many entertaining plays for the surrounding area.

In 2004 the Stockbridge Township, in conjunction with Waterloo, White Oak, and Bunker Hill
Townships, formed the Stockbridge Area Emergency Services Authority (SAESA), which provides
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online classes and access vast stores of information from the world of the Internet. It is further noteworthy
that during this period the Stockbridge High School Librarian, Debra Overbey. had the insight to secure the
school district's worldwide web domain name. Panthemet.net. through the domain registry service. The
School Board finished all bond projects within budget and enough money remained available for the Board to
pave the high school parking lot.

2000 Construction Projects

In the fall of 1999 the Blue Ribbon Citizens Committee formed once again with the purpose of continuing their
exploration of ways to improve school buildings and facilities in the Stockbridge School District. Julie Taylor,
Judy Richards, and Dave Peck who were supported by more than 50 volunteer community members chaired the
Blue Ribbon Committee. Over the course of the school year the committee carefully conducted a Feasibility
Study on the condition and use patterns of all school facilities. During the study Stockbridge Superintendent
Bruce Brown and the Fanning/Howey Architectural firm also supported the Blue Ribbon Committee. The role
of the architect and school superintendent was to ensure that building use suggestions and cost estimates for
improvements were realistic and accurate.

On May 8, 2000, the Blue Ribbon Committee study had concluded and they made a recommendation to the
Stockbridge Board of Education to seek a bond vote to finance the construction of a new elementary school,
renovate Emma Smith Elementary School, upgrade district technology. and construct an auditorium and
second gym at the high school. The School Board accepted the Blue Ribbon Committee recommendation and
the electorate voted on September 23, 2000, to approve the majority of the projects. The vote tally showed that
60% of the electorate voted to issue $17.450,000 in bonds to finance the school construction and technology
projects. The ballot proposals to construct a high school auditorium and additional gym generated a few votes
less than the majority needed, so they were set aside for another day. The Board of Education retained the
Fanning/Howey Architectural firm and completed all voter approved projects within budget.

The new elementary schoo! was constructed on property belonging to the school district just west of Smith
Elementary School and was designed by a community based committee. The School Board, following a review
of suggestions by students and community members, named the new building Heritage Elementary School.
Heritage Elementary was first occupied by proud grade three through tive students and school staff on February
23, 2003. School staff and preschool through second grade students recccupied the expanded and renovated
Smith Elementary on August 23, 2004.

One of the significant issues that surfaced during the Blue Ribbon Committee Feasibility Study was the
"Centering" of school district buildings in Stockbridge. This required the establishment of an adaptive reuse for
the school buildings in Gregory and Munith, Discussion of the concept was long and intense, but in the end
the Blue Ribbon Committee vote to recommend centering to the Board of Education was heavily in favor.
Howlett Elementary School in Gregory has since been leased to Unadilla Township and the Livingston County
Head Start Program. In addition, Howlett Elementary houses the Unadilla Police Department and has a room
reserved for the area senior citizens. Katz Elementary School in Munith has been leased to Henrietta Township
and Waterloo Township and is one of the only buildings in the State of Michigan to house two township
offices. The Waterloo Police Department and area senior citizens are also housed at Katz Elementary School.
Both buildings continue to be maintained and remain available for community use.

Maintaining A School District During An Economic Downturn

Michigan has been among the states hardest hit by the nation’s economic downturn. In response to reduced
state revenue for schools, the Stockbridge Board of Education

reduced costs by more than $2,500,000 between 2004 and 2010 to maintain fiscal stability. The Board had
also slowly accumulated cash reserves in case of such a downturn, and used $1,000,000 in cash reserves
during this period to maintain critical programs for students.
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In 1913, a fire destroy ed inuch of Murith, The buildings that housed the businesses of Charles Crane. Ed
Carley. the Bank. the shoe storecand e Stoverts were all dostroved. 3y told several o1 the buildings were

rebuilt. Several of these buildings stitl stand today.

A new bank was started in 1922 in a storefront building on the cast side ot Main Street. 1t was called the
Farmers State Bank. An emplovee who would become very important to the Munith area was Fred Ford. He
cventually became president of the Bank until 1980. Wilber Beeman became president of the bank from 1980
until 1986, Wilber's wife, Leona was insipal of Katz Elementarny School for many vears, Their timpact on the
Munith area is sull felt today. Another capioyce, who became president. and one wihio has had a great impact
on the area is Craig Goodlock. Since 1986, Craig has been a down to earth banker who has a fondness to dress
like a woman at Halloween. Craig is known »nd loved by all in the Munith area.

One infamous business sat just to the north of the Farmers State Bank. It was called the Gingham Inn. It was
an eating establishment that served alcohel. In the 1950's it became the scene of many fights and stabbings. 1t
burned in 1974, Farmers State Bank purchased the lot. and a new bank building was erected on the site. The

bank moved into this new building in 1977

During this time. Munith developed the reputation of being a rowdy town. Halloween became a particularly
active holiday with outhouses being overturned on Main Street, and bon fires set ablaze. This distinction is still
observed as every vear. the Munith Lions Club sponsors a parade on the Saturday before Halloween.

A school once sat on the corner of Territorial Rd. and Musbach Rd.. which served the families of Munith. In
1925, William Mayer donated land for a new school in Munith. On this site was built a2 2 1'2 story, four-room
«chool, which sorved grades 1-10. in the fate 1950, a large modern addition was put onto the building. and it
was named the Katz Elementary Schocl. The hivh school students were transferred to Stockbridge. This
brought an end of the one-room schools that dotted the surrounding area. These students were brought into the
Katz Elementary School, and the one-room buildings were closed. When the Katz Elementary Schoel closed
its students were bussed to Stocabridze. The -0l ool building is now feased o the Woerloo. and feni;ctta
Fownships and it houses their oificos.

A farm with great significan to Munith i the Pine Croft Farm. {t <its +halfomite werth of Munith and is

1 P

srrrerchvowned Py Deorosr Tapte Km0 Balion s vt D e e b Einderaround Ralin e d
during the Civil War era. In 1901, it became the site of incident of natienal importance. An Air force jet
crashed in the yard just outside he farmbouse. The et was part of a training exercise out of an air base in
Wisconsin. It was accidentally fired upen with five ammunition. The pilot ejected and was safely rescued in
Waterloo. As the jet fell from the sky. it was reared that it would land on the Munith school. It took so long for
the jet to crash that there was time to evacuate the children from the school building. When it became evident
that the plane would crash away from the school. the children watched as it came down. erupting in a giant

cloud of smoke.

Another farm that was of great importance to Munith was Lacerne Dixon, Inc. In the 1930's, the mucky
marshes south ot Munith were drained and made ready for farming. Many farmers took advantage of the
richness of this soil for vegetable tarming. The Picketts. Renos, Hudecheks, Drews. Carleys, and Marshalls
were just a few of the families that tried their hand at growing onions, potatoes, lettuce, radishes and sod.
Lacerne Dixon started his farm in the 1930's. Lacerne bought out most of the small vegetable farms
surrounding him, and slowly grew to one ot the largest farm operations in the state of Michigan. During World
War 11, he had German POW's who worked on his farm. At this time, many families moved to Munith from
eastern Kentucky. looking for a better life. Many of these families worked for Lacerne Dixon. Later, as the
need for more field workers increased, migrant farm workers from Texas and Mexico came to work the flelds.
During lettuce harvest, crews from the Philippines were brought in to cut the lettuce. For many years. the
vastness of the Dixon farm brought Munith the distinction of being the Onion Capital of the state. However., as
Lacerne aged, the farm slowed until it was sold off in the late 1990's. Today, Tom Bury owns much of the
farm.
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1995-New water tower goes on line

2003-Waste water improvement project $2.7 million
2005-Maple Street water project-$375,000
2006-Wood Street water project-5250,000

2008 East side water project-$530,000

2009-New well pumps-$60,000

Other notable developments in village governance include the re-formation of our local police department in
2005 and the occupation of a new village hall in 2009. In 1994 the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources converted the former Grand Trunk Railroad bed into Lakeland Trails State Park and in 2010 the
Village signed a lease for the 4.1 miles of trail that is inside the Township of Stockbridge. The village is
currently working on a trail plan that will connect the Lakeland Trail to the Beckwith Conservancy trail and

the Stockbridge Schools trails to create a 5 mile pedestrian pathway inside the village.

Since Pat Long was appointed the first village manaver in 1981, the village has had 6 tull time managers.

1. PatLong 1981-1992
Roger Price 1993-1999

[

3. Stephen Penn 1999-2002
4. Jack Myers 2003-2006
5. Denise Koning 2006-2007
6. Dan Dancer 2008-

As reported twenty five years ago the Village Council created the Stockbridge Development Authority in
1985 and 1 am pleased to say that since then the SDDA has been effective in helping the village to make some

significant improvements in the village. Here are the highlights:
1989-Built Veterans Memorial Park
1992-Gave the downtown a facelift with new streetscapes
1995-Created the Stockbridge Industrial Park
2005-Refurbished the old Country Market fagade and Wood Street parking lot
2009-Built the pedestrian pathway and bridge on South Clinton
2010-Improved the Herbert Street parking lot on the site of the old Minix property

There is no question that the SDDA has been an effective tool for the village and we look forward to their
continued work on economic development and infrastructure opportunities in the future. Currently, times are

tough in our beautiful village, and so too throughout Michigan and the nation. The housing crash which begun
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Unadilla

Unadilla was set up on the Portage Creek. This stream connects Williamsville Lake and Woodburn Lake,
which in turn flows into Bass and then into Patterson Lake. Portage Creek was deepened and widened the
entire distance between the first two lakes and this was done entirely by man power.

The village of Unadilla proper was platted April 14, 1837 by a Richard Peterson, Ir:; however it was not
recorded until April 21, 1840. Robert Glenn and Thomas Sill were the proprietary names on the plat. Until
18306 the village was called Milan, but when a post office was established it was discovered another post
office with same name existed in Milan, Michigan south of Ann Arbor. The village then took the name of
Unadilla.

Two of the earliest settlers at West Unadilla or Williamsville were Amos Williar . = d Eli Ruggles. A dam
was built there to run a sawmill. This furnished rough lumber for most of the houses and barns in the
nearby communities. A dam was built on Fish Creek, which flows into Portage Creek, just east of East
Unadilla. This furnished power to saw lumber and grind grain into flour.

A mill was built across the Portage Creek on the 40 acres given by Robert Glenn. Many people owned the
mill. Later it was discovered that Portage Creek did not have sufficient water to run all the mills.

Unadilla had a blacksmith shop, leather shop, a hat shop, and a wagon shop. A cooper shop manufactured
barrels which were used to haul oil, molasses, crackers, and other articles to be sold in the two stores. A
hotel occupied the corer of Main and Ingham streets.

The Killa Dilla was a small sandwich shop operated on land owned by the Black family. It was located
across the road from the Unadilla store.

The Black family owned and operated Black’s Country Club located in the large home on the corner of
Unadilla and Williamsville Roads. They built this establishment upon being refused membership at the
Inverness Club. Black’s Country Club hosted numerous wedding receptions and other events. The attire
was black tie and very formal. Guests were given an option of spending a night at the club.

Marlene Fear lived across the street from the Black’s Country Club. Her mother helped Mrs. Black with
food preparation. They would color the bread with a rainbow of colors and cut them into shapes for the
hors d’oeuvres. Marlene’s mother would bring home the scraps that had been cut from the bread for
Marlene to hold tea parties with her dolls and young friends.

The blacksmith shop was two stories with May’s Hall upstairs. The Odd Fellows held their meetings in
this hall. In the 1940’s, Ralph Teachout removed the second level. The Odd Fellows moved their meetings
to Stockbridge.

The hall above the Livermore store held many socials. One popular event was the oyster dinners that were
the result of sparrow hunts. The community families were divided in half. Each side tried to kill the most
sparrows. Frequently they stole sparrows from the other side, which was half the fun of the hunt. In the
end, both sides totaled the kill and the losing side had to treat the winning side to an oyster supper. The
sparrows were taken to the Township treasurer who paid a two-cent bounty for each sparrow. This helped
defray the expense of the supper.

The first schoolhouse was built in 1838, Later a brick school was built south of the park. In 1914, a
tornado roared in from the west and leveled the brick school building. It was replaced by a frame building,
which still stands.

Fay and Almeda Roepcke donated 13 acres behind the Presbyterian Church to the Livingston Land
Conservancy. The entire eastern edge runs along the mill pond to help keep the rural character intact of the
historic village of Unadilla. There is a diverse mix of vegetation, including the rare plant, Celtis temuifolia
(Dwarf Hackberry).

Forest Parke Library & Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



Forest Parke Library & Archives - Capital Area District Libraries



Fitchburg
By Pastor Bob Castle and Barbara Risner

Nestled half way between Stockbridge and Leslie is the tiny town of Fitchburg, which was originally
settled by the Ferris Fitch family. The Fitches built several businesses as well as the large brick home,
called the Fitch mansion. (This home is currently owned by Neal and Joan Conway)

The town grew rapidly during the mid 1800°s. At one time the town had a gunsmith, a general store, a
physician, two lawyers, two masons, a carriage maker, a hotel, a cobbler, a livery stable, a cooper, a
blacksmith, a cabinet maker, a miller, a saw mill, a justice of the peace and a church.

The Fitch family was heavily involved in state politics, several of them holding state offices. As they
moved from the area, the rapid growth of Fitchburg slowed and the town declined.

Fitchburg survives to this day, being home to hundreds of people in the area. It will no doubt see growth in
the years ahead.

The original inhabitants of this area were Native American. Indian artifacts have been recovered from the
surrounding fields for years. The early white settlers were of Irish and German Ancestry. In the mid
1900’s, the population of the area increased with the migration of families from Kentucky. They were
escaping the poverty of the Great Depression and saw an opportunity in the farms that dotted the area.

A business long since removed from Fitchburg is the Poxon’s Blacksmith Shop. Owned by Benjamin
Poxon, this shop served the equestrian and carriage needs of the area in the early 1900s’. The business sat
on the north side of the general store. By the 1950°s, the building was gone. Benjamin’s great
granddaughter, Kay, is married to Merlin Batdorff.

The Fitchburg General Store survived until the 1980’s. The store had numerous owners. The Larabies
owned the store around the late 30°s or 40°s. Raymond Lane ran it during the 1940’s and 1950’s.
Raymond Lane was instrumental in getting the streetlights in Fitchburg.

In the 1960°s, the Lane daughter Barb and her husband, Chuck Webb ran the store. Many adults have fond
memories as children, walking to the store, and finding empty pop bottles along the way. These bottles
could be cashed in for a 2-cent deposit to purchase penny candy.

The Store had a community room on the second floor, which was a gathering place for two organizations.
The Grange, a local farmers organization, would meet there and the Ladies Aid society. The Ladies Aid
sold chicken dinners from the upper level of the store. Some of this money was used to build the Methodist
church building.

The store made Fitchburg a busy place, especially on Saturdays. Cars would line the street as patrons
bought their week’s supply of groceries.

Besides groceries, the store sold hardware, dry goods, toys, gas and oil. The store had a meat counter and
carried a great line of fresh cuts of meat purchased from local farmers. Max Hecht was the Fitchburg store
butcher.

Unfortunately, as people became more mobile, the customers of the Fitchburg store fell away. The pa-trons
chose to drive to Jackson, where prices were cheaper. In the mid 1960’s, the Webbs made a last ditch
effort to rejuvenate the business by changing the name to Webbs Thrift-way Supermarket. They upgraded
the store’s inventory. In the late 1960’s, they sold the store to a brother and sister team, Leo and Jocille
Smith, who ran the store for several years.

Fitchburg had a sawmill. He also had a threshing machine that he would use on the neighboring farms to
harvest wheat.
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Gregory News 1985 to 2010
By Lucille Stoffer

Howlett Elementary School is no longer being used as a school. The Unadilla Township Offices moved
from Dexter Trail to the Old Howlett Elementary Building which also now houses the Police Department
and Head Start classes.

Tom’s Market was sold a few years after Millie Gibney passed away. Her daughter Kathy ran the store
untif it was sold about 5 years ago to the Samona Family who then changed the name of the store to the
Gregory Market.

The Unadilla Township Fire Department out grew its building and built a larger facility right next to the
old building. The old building is now being used by the Police Department.

The Old Mill was changed into a Strip Mall which currently houses the Post office, Barber Shop, Mugg &
Bopps, Rock Realty, Auction House and various other shops. Some of the other businesses it has housed
~ in the past are the Meat Market, Specialty Satellite which moved to Stockbridge, Dish Network,
Restaurant, Antique Store, Gregory Realty.

The Howlett’s Hardware owned by the Howlett family was sold to Mike and Rita Bramlett. During this
transition Gordie Kunzelman opened Gordie’s Power Equipment in the old Breniser Gas Station Building.

The Old Tom’s Market Building’s, next to the Restaurant and Mercantile Store, roof collapsed after many
years of no upkeep and now is a vacant piece of land.

Gregory Realty operated from strip mall and then moved to Beth Ludtke’s house on Main Street.
Gregory Realty closed shortly after Pat Beduhn passed away.

The Restaurant has changed hands several times over the years.
Gregory and Patterson Lake residents went through a process of having sewers put in.

David Stoffer enjoyed hearing tidbits and gossip from people around town about the happening and
characters of Gregory. David Stoffer had been in the process of compiling information on Gregory and
had wanted to publish a book with this information. He would print off what he had put on the
computer, make copies and pass them out for others to read and make corrections. However, he
became very ill and went home to be with his Lord and Saviour September 2009. | hope to make his
wish come true and finish his book, in his memory, sometime over the next couple of years. Before his
passing he had an opportunity to attend the Stockbridge Area Geneology Group and give a speech on his
writings. Everyone seemed to enjoy his memories of the area and wanted him to return and share some
more. Dave’s sister Sharon said, “Many of Dave’s memories came from his days of delivering the
newspapers when he was a young boy. Here are a few pieces of information he found to be interesting
about Gregory:
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Area Post Offices

Stockbridge Spencer E. Pinckney 05/06/1935
A mail route from Dexter to Mason by way of Elmer E. Lehman 12/31/1947
Stockbridge was started in 1838, and a post office
was opened in Stockbridge of that year. Thiswas  Orrin B Powell 01/11/1957
about the time the road was constructed between
Dexter and the Clinton County seat. David Regers ~ Eimer E. Lehman 12/17/1965

was the first mail carrier. He made two round trips
between Dexter and Mason each week on horseback.
He later drove a stage over this route when it was
improved.

George C. Thurow Jr. 09/07/1979
Daniel J. Newman 10/12/1979

For 51 years the post office was kept either in the Mrs. Mary E. Finley 02/09/1980

residence or place of business of the postmaster. Annabelle Howard 01/04/1983
With appointment of Andrew D. Grimes, the office
was in a separate building, a small frame place about gjj| Haley 1985

109 W. Main Street. When Frederick Snyder was
postmaster, the office was in a small building at 104  Richard Thompson Officer in charge
S. Main. Clarence Mills took over in 1898, and

during this tenure the office was moved to the Phillip Snook Officer in charge
Oddfellows building where it remained for 54 years. .
The present building was dedicated in 1965. Darold Woodard  Officer in charge
Stockbridge Postmasters Annabelle Howard 01/04/1986
Date Appointed Joseph P. Whelan 10/06/2004
Silas Beebe Jr. 10/16/1838 Michele McAuliffe 12/10/2004
Horatio N. Forbes 08/06/1849 Michael F. Gavett 11/28/2005
Silas Beebe 06/21/1853 Robert T. Oaks 06/24/2006
Jerome C. Branch 04/16/1858 Denise Secord
Edy Baker 04/21/1862 Timothy A. Curran 10/04/2008
David N. Rogers 11/14/1872 Robert T. Oaks 09/04/2009
Herman E. Brown 03/30/1880 Plainfield
Charles A. Nims 08/28/1885 Plainfield was given a post office on April 14, 1837.
The first postmaster was-Emery Beal and he kept the
Andrew D. Grimes 07/13/1889 office in his home. The post office was in operation
until Oct. 30, 1913.
Mrs. Emily Grimes 01/03/1891
Emery Beal 04/14/1837
Frederick R. Snyder 11/24/1894
Rice A. Beal 12/04/1849
Clarence S. Mills 12/13/1898
Morris Topping 06/17/1851
James G. Hines 10/04/1905
George A. Burnett 09/24/1851
John Brogan 03/11/1914
Morris Topping 04/27/1853
Rob C. Brown 02/06/1923

Sylvester G. Topping 02/04/1901
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Munith
The post office of West Portage was moved here
from Nelson Hoyt’s home. Mr. Hoyt became the
first postmaster of Munith on April 28, 1880.

Date ¢ -;:ointed

Nelson Hoyt 04/28/1880
George W. Pixley 09/14/1885
Nelson Hoyt 08/31/1889
Charles Crane 08/07/1890
William H. Suylandt 08/07/1894
Charles Crane 07/05/1898
John E. Conlan 10/05/1901
William B. Dean 11/18/1903
Paul £'ross 01/12/1905
M. Margaret Conlan 06/19/1907
Elizabeth (Rowe) Riggs  06/18/1921

William M. Hankard 08 01/1933

Mrs. Margaret J. Hoftman 03/31/1944

George Liebeck 06/01/1956
Mrs. Dorothy A Wetzel 04/22/1966
Mrs. Kathryn R. Miller  03/03/1983
Ronald G. Mayer 08/20/1983
Maryann Cimock 08/31/1987
Donna Larder 11/20/1987
Billy J. Allen 12/31/1987
Linda L. Plyler 06/10/1988
Wanda G. Van Atta 10/0/1988

Gary D. Goss 12/17/1988
Barbara McClinchey 04/23/1990
Thor J. Payne 05/30/1992

Christopher j. Smith 02/06/1997
Elsworth Mike Cornish 06/07/1997
Betty Ann Rickerd 05/26/2005
Denise L. Secord 11/12/2005
[ietty Ann Rickerd 04/30/2007
Denise L. Secord 10/01/2008
Betty Ann Rickerd 03/28/2009
Denise L. Secord 10/01/2009
Millville /White Oak

The post office was located a half mile south of
Millville at White Oak.

Fitchburg

Hubbard Fitch became the first postmaster of the
settlement on March 8, 1856. The office operated
until March 14, 1903.

* k &k & &

We owe a hig thank you io e Stockbridge
Community Schools for ih.: loan of their book
binding equipment. Without their help, we would
not have been able to print this book.

Thank you.
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Ruth Camp Wellman joined her mother on the Town Crier staft in 1980. She and her sister Faye had both worked

as student reporters while they were in high school. Ruth assumed the rele of editor in 1985 and became the owner
following the death of Charlotte Camp March 3. 1996. At that time the news ottice was located at 510 Water Street in a
remodeled section of the former lumberyard.

Funds from several gel! tournaments and planter raftfles wei ¢ the foundation for the high school journalism
scholarship in memory of Charlotte and Robert Camp.

Near the end of 2000 the newspaper was relocated to downtown Stockbridge at 130 E. Main Street and in the fall
of 2002 moved to its current home at 100 South Clinton Street near the four comers.

Afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis. Ruth Camp Wellman decided it was in her best intevest to sell the Town Crier. a
.ami’ -owned busines: 101 nrore thur four decades. in the £.11 of 2098, The newspaper was purchased by Nesterwood.
e

The Story of Poverty Knob and Piety Hill

As recalled by Mrs. Helen Mitteer (1910-2001) and provided by her son, Jack Mitteer

Many vears ago the area of Stockbridge. Michigan in the vicinity of the intersection of Wood and Hill streets
aine to be known and referred to (locally) as “Poverty Knob and;or Piety Hill™ The following is the story of the origin of
this neighborhood reference

In the fall of 1930 I came to teach 5" and 6™ grade in the Stockbridge school. I became acquainted with the
Mitteer family during that time. This included James, Georgia, Marie, and Bob who lived in the old house on Wood Street.
Grandmother Ortance (Reeves) Mitteer and her daughter, Aunt Ruth Mitteer. lived in the big house (now owned by Dan /
Linda Dancer) until Ortance died in 1938.

The Smiths, Ester and Harold lived in the end house on Wood Street. There was no Cherry St. then and Mitteer
farmland connected to the Smith’s house on the South and West sides. The Mitteers and Smiths were very good friends and
neighbors. Ester was the piano player for the Baptist Church in Stockbridge.

Marie and Harold Knight werz going to be married on March 26, 1933 at the Mitteer house and Ester Sr:ith was
voing to present the music {or the ceremony. Bob Mitteer and 1 would stand up with them for their wedding. We were at
the house making plans for the wedding and just visiting. Something was said about the name of the hill where the
neiy’ borhood was located. The depression had recently put an end to the Mitteer dairy business (about 30 customers had
been delivered quart bottles daily by a horse drawn wagon). At that tune the milk did not have to be pasteurized but a small
milk house provided for washing, scalding, und bottling the tresh mitk. Since most customers could no longer afford to
purchiase delivered milk the business was stoped. This was the reason that Mother Georgia Mitteer had decided the name
fir the neighborhood definitely pust he *Pe- oty Knob™. Hower »r Ester Smith betieved that the neighborhood should have

or. teligicus name and suggested Piet tull”. Atter some discussion «t was agreed by ait in attendance that the

LR

netghborhood would be known both as “Poverty Knob and Piety Hill”.
Over the years 1 have heard various stories of this neighborhood name, but to my personal recollection the
foregoing is the story and origin of “Poverty Knob and Piety Hill” in Stockbridge Michigan.

A Letter from John D. Reeves

Pinckney, May 15, 1838

Father _

I have thowt best to commence a letter to you that will inform you that I am well and some few particulars of my
journey. I left Newburgh at nine in the evening arived in Albany about sunrise then on the Rail Road to Utica about two on
Thursday. From that we took the Canal on a line boat. It so happened that there was two Domanie on it. They were
methodist. We had some sound argument on almost every subject. They were very warm abolitionists. The time passed
away very pleasant. We arrived Buffalow Tuesday morning sunrise and started on the Lake at nine. Has very pleasant
passage to Detroit. Got in about five in the afternoon of the next day. The Lake was very calm. We had about 200
passengers on board. Stayed over knight in Detroit. Left on the rail road at nine. Got to Ipsilanti half past ten, 25 miles.
Stayed there two hours and found a team to take us to Ann Arbor. There we found George and James attending court.
There I found almost all my old acquaintances it being court week. We stayed in the village over knight and heard
Lawyers plead. They did spout off not slow. In the morning George concluded to go with us to Pinckney there fore we
arrived in Pinckney on Friday the 11 making it about 9 days. I have not been to James yet. James came here yesterday and
also Stage and Timothy. Mr Depew, George, Eliza and I went to meeting to day. Heard a discourse on Sunday School by
a Presbaterian Minister. Had about one mile to go to a log school house. George said he counted them. Said there was 47.
Mr Depew made a prayer. He preached one sermon on the canal boat on Sunday. There was about 20 pasengers.
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Otis Family
Excerpts from the Francis Jesse Diary

Francis Jesse, and my grandfather; came from New York state and settled on a 120 acre farm in the NW
part of Stockbridge township in the ycar 1845. They cleared a small piece of land and sowed it to wheat
and cut it with a sickle and thrashed it on the ground with poles. They had sheep and my grandmother
sheared them, with her tailor shears. She was a tailor and she washed the wool and carded and spun and
colored it, wove it into blankets and socks and mittens.

Grandfather was also a shoemaker. He made shoes, boots, and brooms. About 2 mile west of the farm is a
large hill and a spring, where a tribe of Indians lived . They hunted bear and deer and fished the lakes
around the area.

One time grandfather said the Indians were after a bear and come through the door yard. The Indians were
after it. Grandfather said that was too close for him. There was always a pail of swill, which was for the
pigs. It was mostly dishwater and the soap used for washing dishes was home made and was made with
lye, leached out of wood ashes and fat scraps from the butchering hogs. Grandfather said there was enough
lye in it to kill worms in the pigs. As the Indians and their dogs went through the yard, the dogs would
drink from the swill pail, then the Indians would do the same.

One day grandfather sent his son, Harmon, which was my father, to a neighbor a mile west. When he was
about half way there, he saw the Indians coming and he laid down beside a log and the Indians saw him.
They came over and picked him up and said to him “Smoke Man boy” (which meant white man’s boy). He
was scared. The Indians went to the house and told grandfather they scared his son. The Indians were very
friendly. When the Civil War came, my father, Harmon, was 16 years old and he wanted to go, but he was
too young. So he started a mustache and when the next call came he went; they did not ask his age. They
wanted men badly and he went and served through the war.

The old farm has been in the family for 105 years. Grandfather’s name was Francis Jesse. He was the first
owner. The second owner was Harmon Jesse. The third owner was Francis Jesse, Harmon’s son. Luella
Jesse Otis, L. C. Otis” wife was the fourth owner. Austin Jesse Otis the fifth owner, has owned the farms
since 1980.

My farm is a mile west of the old Jesse farm on Dexter Trail and an is old land mark. There was a stage
coach running from Dexter to Lansing to Grand Rapids. There was a log building where my house now
stands. It was called Pealed Shanty. There was a stop and beds in it and the coach would stop over night
going on the next morning.

And after they could get lumber sawed. It was made into another house. The boards were not edged. They
were put upright and was called slabs and soon the new building was called Slab Town. Up to date for
those times. The roads were very bad. There were long stretches of what was called cordoroy road. Logs
were laid across the road touching each other and some times the logs was laid in water and to keep them
from floating away they put them long poles across the ends of the logs and bored holes through poles and
into the logs and drive wooden pegs into them.
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SISTER OF THE
BELLES

Hot Flash Dames
Vickie Osborne
Beckie Rathnau
Dennise Laraway
Suzi Schroeder
Kitty Gailey
Chita Kunzelman
Kristina Fitzsimmons
Beth Kunzelman
Penny Kunzelman
Eve Greenwood
Helen Croin
Carol Kellenberger
Beverly Penix
Violet Jones
Jodie Penix

Janet Nott

Becky Mural

" Linda Risner

Sue Lindemer
Judy Glynn

Fire Belles
Nicole Patrick
Terry Sommer
Deanna McAlister
Peggy Stowe
Jean Bliss
Becky Salyer
Tia Harden
Tammy Salyer
Nikki Stowe
Heather Farrar
Jennell Quinn
Hope Salyer
Ashley Long
Madison Patrick

Garden Belles
Bev Allen
Dorothy Craft
Susan Daily
Dona Erhart
Hester Fillmore
Peg Glenn
Molly Howlett
Patrice Johnson
Sue Lindemer
Karen Lunsford
Rhoda McVay
Laura Morehouse
Julia Neuhaus

Garden Bells (cont’d.)
Julia Neuhaus
Nancy Ocwieja
Tammy Porter
Audrey Price
Carol Steingasser
Andrea Stickney
Jeannine Waymen
Dorene White
Judy Williams
Nancy Wisman

Presbyterian Church Belles
Linda Dancer

Carrie Johnson

Cinnie Avery

Jennifer Grumelot

Misc. Belles

Jane Marz

Mary Barber
Lucille Stoffer
Yvonne Whitaker
*Jessica Hopkins
Kathy Mayer
Kathleen Mullins
Bev Smith
*Elizabeth Fillmore
Jacqueline Fillmore
*Kristen Fillmore
Betty Wetherell
Connie Wagner
Debbie Clark
Sherrie Aly

BROTHER OF THE BRUSH

Exhausted Roosters
Lynn Osborne
Aaron Craft

Kim Smith

Rick Nott

Jason Osborne
Kevin Nickolas
Jeremy Muraf
Clair Risner
David Lindemer
Kenny Kunzelman
Eric Kunzelman
Duane Kunzelman
Steve Richmond
Rich Deemer
Thomas Brainard
Steve Brainard

Bucket Brigade
Jason Patrick
Jerry Long

Josh McAlister
John Salyer Jr.
Jeremy Towler,
Matt Severson
Matt Francis
Marty Bliss
Doug Sommer
Don McAlister
Russ Stowe
Dave Harrison
Richard McDonald
Brent Stowe
Shawn Warren
John Salyer Sr.
Matt Harden
Bryon Wiley
Shane Batdorff
Jeff Long

John Beck

Mark Armstron g
Ridge Owen

Misc. Brush Brothers
Jerry Jackson

Tom Mayer

Rich Mullins

Kim Smith

SHAVERS PERMIT

Misc. Shavers
Jeff Lambert

Ed Wetherell
Paul Rogers

Ron Wagner
Matt Stitt
William Clark
John Hopkins
*Devin Whitaker
*Connor Whitaker
John Fillmore

* Austin Fillmore

These are Brother of the Brush and
Sisters of the Belles groups as they
exist as we go to print. If you would
like to start or join a group, contact
Luci Stoffer at 517-851-4441 or e-
mail at thrasher@dishmail.net.
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Friday, July 16, 2010 at the 19505 STAGE STOP
Diner & lce Cream Treatery.

555 W. Main St., Stockbridge, Ml 49985
between Mills Ave. and Western Ave.
WA stockihridoe1 75 com/Pacehroonk Bvent
5:00 p.m. Tl Dusk.

Cruise in and treat yourself to the Stockbridge, Michigan
175th Anniversary Celebration Events.
*Food, Ice Cream, Classics, 1800's Formal Ball & Fireworks
~Stay over for Saturday- Parade at noon, music and shows.

Sponsor: Doug Mills {517) 851-7666 -
Diner
Stockbridge Area Celebration -
www.stockbridgel75.com
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2010-2011 Homeroom Teachers

Justin Hibbard

Jacob A Schneider

Destine S Allard Maria A Hoard Grace D Schniers
Ellie K Allen Lester Burlin Holland Lily Jai Schocker
Hana R Allen Jacob D Hudson Keith D Schroeder
Toriann K Allen Jesse Michael James Samantha A Sharland
Evan T Allison Alexei A Jessop Tyler J Shepard

Rita C Alonso Eric B Johnson Sarah E Shevrovich
Alan J Baird Thomas William Johnson Autumn R Shingledecker
Charlotte R Balkus Emily L Keiser Allison M Showerman
Sarah Bamey Daniel J King Rachel P Smith
Marissa Nicole Bellestri Ronda L Kirkland Jacob S Spadafore
Matthew Bellestri Adam C Klusman Michael J Springborn
David L Bishop Alex R Knipple Shaylyn L Sprout
Rayne T Bliss Kyle J Kraatz Austin W Stanfield
Melanie J Bouck Nora K Krusinski Cheyenne T Strong
Logan O Boylan Darian J Laird Rhiannon J Sturtevant

Jake A Breslin
Joshua W Brown
Travis H Brown
Trevor M Brown

Stacia A Burns Noel B MacGregor Alexander R Twining

Kyler A Buurma Ryan M Maier Ethan M Utley

Trevor L Cadieux Corey G Markle Austin M Van Schoiack

Kolby A Canfield Caleb A McCarty Erika Visel

Peter J Casto Ryan T McClain Christian R Wagner

Tabitha K Caudill Daniel J McEllis Timothy P Ward

Jake E M Chapman Dillon M McEllis Cody J] Warren

Breanna N Choate Julianna Noelle Mclnnes Tyler M Wayne

Forrest L Clark Kenneth F Minger Levi T Weiland

Calla M Coleman Kristyn L Morris Kaitlyn R Wolf

Austin James Connelly Brooke L Morse Cade J Wright

Cory J Cook Nathan L Myers Jack M Youngblood

Liam T Corby Caleb M Nalli Shelby L Zeigler

Cheyenne S Cordero Kody M Neal Glen E Zonca

Larry R Comish William S Nichols

Poppy Em Cox Alex Novak

Alexis A Devlin Bradley M Nowak The mural depicted on the previ-
Dara C Diffenbaugh Julia M Olson ous page was painted by Kathe-
Austin M Forbes Bradley Allen Oltrogge rine Larson and her Sth grade art
Roy W Fuitz Katelyn MarieOutwater * class at Heritage Elementary
Crystal R Gallup Kaitlyn L Petty School. This is a list of the fifth
Mason M Gee-Montgomery Stanley M Plennert grade students at Heritage.
Parker A Goetz Jason T Proctor

Mackenzie A Goss Zoe R Puckett

Allison N Gunn Sarah E Pulk Photograph by Lynne Beauchamp
Clayton M Hale Jacob R Raus

Kaylee E Hall Justin Dale Redford

Jordan R Hammerberg Hannah L Ricketts

Hillary O Hantz Kaitlin R Risner

Wendell J Hastings Lindsay M Risner

Lauren I Hay Alexis N Roberts

Terri Marie Heldt Shane Thomas Robinson

Chandler Lee Hendrickson Anthony James Rowe-Darrow

Anthony M Hernandez Nicklas R Rushlow

Shelby R Herron Montana Robert Sager

Alli M Lambert

Sydney Laurynn Leatherberry
Devin Dugan Lemble

Emma J Lockhart

Scout R Tatar
Jessica M Taylor
Elijah Es Thurston
Savannah K Torrey
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